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APPLIED MECHANICS presents 
OTHER ORBITS
EPISODE 3: FOR THE YOUTH!

HONORARY PRODUCER
MARCIA WRIGHT 

JUSTIN JAIN LEXY HO-TAI REBECCA WRIGHT

Thank you to the Free 2 Be Fund of The Philadel-
phia Foundation, the Philadelphia Cultural Fund, 
the Pennsylvania Council of the Arts, and our Pat-
reon.com/appliedmechanics donors. 
Special Thanks to the Charlotte Cushman Foun-
dation for their support for the live performances 
on Nov 6 & 7!

FoR THE YOUTH! LEAD CREATORS

ANTHONY 
MARTINEZ-BRIGGS

ANITA HOLLAND BRIANA GAUSE BRETT ASHLEY
ROBINSON

EPPCHEZ!
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OBJECT DESIGNER

Lexy Ho-Tai’s (she/her) multi-disciplinary art and 
teaching practice explores imaginative and tangible 
world-building through craft and play.  Working in a range 
of mediums, her collaborative and participatory practice 
employs humor, imagination, and absurdity to invite view-
ers to contemplate pressing social and environmental 
issues. She believes that joy is a radical act of resistance, 
and that play forges a powerful space for audiences to 
envision and work towards alternative futures. Residen-
cies include the Watermill Center, Flux Factory, ARoS 
Museum, Everglades National Park and the Museum of 
Arts and Design. View her work at lexymakesthings.com 
or @lexymakesthings on the gram. 

Briana Gause (She/her/ze/zir) is blessed to be a Philadel-
phia based Filmmaker, Theatre Maker, Painter, and Teach-
ing Artist. Currently, serving as Associate Director for 
the Bearded Ladies Cabaret BeardMobile Tour. As well as 
preparing for zir upcoming production of Young Money 
by Erlina Ortiz. Through her production company, OMG! 
Studios LLC, Briana has produced and featured work in 
Fade to Black: Issa a Black Philly Film Fest, Sheesh: Issa 
Blackity Black Joyfest, and now, Open House @ The 
Palace. For more about Briana, you can visit zir website, 
Ohmygause.com or follow them on 
Instagram @OMG_Studios_BRIANA GAUSE -

OBJECT DESIGNER

Eppchez ! is a Quaker, gender-expansive, Cuban & Jewish 
theater maker, musician, and designer. Eir positive obses-
sions include crushing white supremacy, belting surprisingly 
evocative lyrics, moving like a creature, and the design needs 
of gender-expansive people. In 2016 Eppchez started up 
Alma’s Engine; a process-focused production company/cre-
ative ministry developing eir new work across a variety of 
mediums—spreading whimsical and earnest dis-ease. Ey has 
self-produced 7 original shows and worked as a collabora-
tor with such Philly companies as Pig Iron, Simpatico, Beard-
ed Ladies, and Swimpony among others.

EPPCHEZ! -
DTHLORP

Thomas (he/they) is an interdisciplinary artist.  They are 
excited by textures, tastes, and feeling it deep in their 
muscles.  Thomas uses vulnerability to expel their de-
mons and tell personal stories that for years felt invalu-
able or dangerous to share.  They offer these parts of 
themself as opportunities for others to consider their 
own permissions.  Company member of Applied Mechan-
ics.  Recent: Speakeasy Go-go in the Philly Fringe, Queer 
Ole Opry, Fierce! Queer Festival, Folsom Street Fair, and 
a residency at Pink Noise Projects. 
thomasistitanic.com

THOMAS CHOINACKY -
PINNI

ELIZABETH ATKINSON -
SOUND DESIGNER

Elizabeth is delighted to be working with Applied Me-
chanics again.  Liz is currently based in Philadelphia, after 
many years in Pittsburgh where she was Resident Sound 
Designer at the City Theatre Company.  Her freelance 
career includes regional theatre credits at The Wil-
ma, Arden Theatre Company, Inis Nua Theatre, Walnut 
Street Theatre, Yale Repertory Theatre, and Hartford 
Stage.  She is a faculty member at Swarthmore College, 
and previously at Point Park University and Carnegie 
Mellon University. Liz has also had the honor of exhibit-
ing at the 2007, 2011 and 2015 Prague Quadrennials.

MEET THE FOR THE YOUTH CREATIVE TEAM

Rich aka Mr. Green Thumb is happy and loving this cosmic 
journey with Applied Machanics into Other Orbits!  Ya dig!
You can find Rich hanging with those cool kids from The-
atre In The X which he is a family member of or... catch 
him with those extraterrestrials of an amazing kind over at 
Curio where he is a Co-Artistic Director. And if you guys, 
gals, and mammals so happen to leave these Philly borders, 
you can catch Rich with his Phenomenal Passage Family 
over there in Trenton teaching, writing, and acting.  When 
not on stage Rich is in somebody’s garden just taking a 
nice compost bath and trying to grow!

RICH BRADFORD -
MA’TU WA
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BLACKBERRY

Brett is a theatre maker in Philadelphia. She has worked 
with New York Theatre Workshop, The Public, The 
Wilma, Lightning Rod Special, Pig Iron Theater Com-
pany, Ars Nova Ant Fest, The Arden, InterAct, The Flea 
Theatre, Theatre Horizon, Geva Theatre, and Actors 
Theatre of Louisville. A company member of Applied 
Mechanics and a member of the HotHouse–the Wilma 
Theater resident company.

Natalie Robin (she/her) I am a Philadelphia-based light-
ing designer. I also love musicals. I am also an educator 
and currently the Program Director of Theater Design 
& Technology in the Ira Brind School of Theater Arts at 
the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. I am passion-
ate about producing and, as often happens with lighting 
designers, I am sometimes a production manager. I cur-
rently serve as the Secretary/Treasurer of the Eastern 
Region of United Scenic Artists IATSE Local 829. 
www.natalierobinlighting.com

NATALIE ROBIN -
PRODUCTION MANAGER

Jessica Hurley (she/they).  Writer, creator, remote 
performer.  Founding member of Applied Mechanics. 
Teacher and researcher at George Mason University; 
Infrastructures of Apocalypse: American Literature 
and the Nuclear Complex (2020) available at https://
www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/infra-
structures-of-apocalypse

JESSICA HURLEY -
PLEX

Justin is an Actor, Director, Educator, and Wilma Hot-
House Company member, previously appearing in Heroes 
of the Fourth Turning and Dance Nation, among many others 
at The Wilma.  When not onstage, he’s making new work 
with his Barrymore nominated alt-comedy theatre com-
pany, The Berserker Residents (www.berserkerresidents.
com).  Additionally, Mr. Jain has performed Off-Broadway 
and with many regional theaters including: 1812 Pro-
ductions, Arden, InterAct, Lantern, Azuka, People’s Light, 
Shakespeare in Clark Park, Theatre Horizon, among oth-
ers. 2019 Barrymore for Outstanding Performance in a 
Play for The Great Leap.JUSTIN JAIN -

GEO FIREBANE

Anita is a multidisciplinary artist, author, and facilitator of 
the healing arts.  Anita’s work interrogates language, exca-
vates ancestry, and strolls with the jungian shadow.  Their 
current projects include workshops, zines, writing, and 
incubating a ritual dance piece.  Anita is building a creative 
family in Philadelphia.  Their work has recently been fea-
tured on stage/screen at PMA (Yael Bartana), Philadelphia 
Artists Collective, Philadelphia Asian Performing Artists, 
1812, Theatre Exile, Spiral Q,  Asian Arts Initiative, Thomas 
Choinacky, and BlackBestFriend. Company member of Ap-
plied Mechanics. They’ve created original roles in collabora-
tion with Headlong Dance Theater (incubated artist), Swim 
Pony, The Painted Bride, Perfect Day,  Annie Wilson.ANITA HOLLAND -

WHITNEY THE
BOWHEADED WHALE

Anthony is a 2018 F. Otto Haas Award finalist, Wilma 
HotHouse company member, Bearded Ladies Associ-
ate Artist, curator, teaching artist, actor/deviser, writer, 
and Barrymore Award-nominated sound designer. Also 
known as “Us”: emcee and original member of the band 
ILL DOOTS, seen at The Wilma in An Octoroon and 
in Flashpoint Theater’s Hands Up: 6 testaments, 6 play-
wrights (Barrymore for Original Music) as well as music 
venues across the country.  Their recent double album 
“The Mess/age” (released in 2020) is available every-
where; follow @ILLDOOTS.  Love to my family, ances-
tors, creator and my constant support, my wife, Tess.Anthony

Martinez-Briggs -
MIC R PHONE/ ANGEL
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Nic Labadie-Bartz - Stage Manager
Maria Shaplin - Graphic Designer
Gina Murdock - Episode 2 Object Designer

ADDITIONAL OTHER ORBITS CREATIVE TEAM

Applied Mechanics is Rebecca Wright, Jessica Hurley, Thomas Choinacky, 
Mary Tuomanen,  Anita Holland, Brett Ashey Robinson, and Izzy Sazak.

Our art is an exercise in agency, connection, wild imagination, mutual aid, 
and the joyful work of building new futures. empathy and transforma-
tion.  Imagination is a call to action. The portal is open. We invite you to 
dream.

Our plays are alternative worlds with fantastical iconography that you 
inhabit. Welcome! 
We have been making art in Philadelphia since 2009.
appliedmechanics.us

WE ARE
APPLIED MECHANICS

Other Orbits is a project unfolding over a series of nine episodes.
**Episode 1 was a radio broadcast.  If you missed it, you can still
order it here: applied-mechanics.ticketleap.com/
** Email us about Episode 2:  Time Capusle
**Next, Episode 4 will be an interactive game arriving in January 2022.
**More episodes will be unfolding every few months in 2022 & 2023.
Stay informed on our Instagram: @appliedmechanics

Fabrication
Elizabeth Atkinson, Thomas Choinacky, Eppchez!, Kel Fleming, Izzy Sazak, Sunflower Watkins, 
Kat Wheary, and Rebecca Wright

Performers/ Creators for the Porch Play
Thomas Choinacky, Eppchez!, Anita Holland, Izzy Sazak, Mary Tuomanen, Rebecca Wright

ADDITIONAL FOR THE YOUTH ProjecT SUPPORT

Rebecca Wright (she/her) Director, Founding Applied Me-
chanics Company member; projects at the Arden, Headlong, 
InterAct, Orbiter 3, and Quintessence; 
projects with Annie Wilson, Cynthia Hopkins, Emily Bate, 
Adriano Shaplin, Michael Kiley, Kristin Linklater, and The Riot 
Group; NELP teacher (10 years), UArts adjunct, HATCH 
residency co-facilitator; parent, cook, collaborator, midwest-
erner; Middlemarch, Memory of Fire, Welcome to Caveland.

REBEcca wRIgHT - 
DIRECTOR

Mary (she/they) is a playwright and company member 
of Applied Mechanics whose recent projects include 
Rose: A True Story with John Jarboe at the Guggen-
heim’s Works And Process and The Karamazovs, a film 
based on a Dosteyevsky novel. In Other Orbits, they 
are proud to be performing as a streptococcus py-
rogenes bacteria named Crispy, in honor of her aunt 
Elaine Tuomanen, a pediatric infectious disease special-
ist and radical scientist. They are also playing a half-elk, 
half-pig named Hjalper.

MARY TUOMANEN -
CRISPY / HJALPER

izzy is a turkish-colombian-american multi-disciplinary 
artist, writer, singer, theater-maker and emergent facilita-
tor; living and working on Lenni Lenape Land (philadel-
phia). they’re a member of Applied Mechanics, and the 
lead singer of its resident punk band- The Bandits. izzy is 
an eco-anarchist whose work centers on decolonizing the 
humyn/Earth relationship through art-making, story-telling, 
personal liberation, & community/ movement building.

IZZY SAZAK -
MALROOSH THE WALROOSH

SHARE YOUR
EXPERIENCE
WE’D LOVE TO  
HEAR FROM YOU!


